. Community hubs, ready to 0 0= once*-". 3

prevennng
“It costs

j'ust one murd
“Itagine the kind of prevenuon work
we could do with $1-million.” - -
'Flaherty; who teaches at Maltons_
Ascension of :Qur.Lord: Secondar
School, wiote and’ d.l.rected the
winning short film; Moise;aboiit gang
violénce in schools: He works closely
with police-onthe - script and ‘said he:
was amazed at the staristics. According
1o the most reécent annual seport: from
Peel Reglonal ‘Police; there are 122"
known ‘gangs and 1,834 gang mem—_
bers ‘or associates in Peel.
““The role ‘models in many of these
1ghbourhoods ‘are ‘the ‘gang miem= - -
bers,” said Flaherty: “The kids see the
money,-and the fearful ‘respect these
gangs get, and they want that, We
need 1o give them alternati

e have ‘Suceess by Six: fo

ger years, and ‘the YES (Y
‘Education ‘and Safety) rogram fo
- the high schools, but in between there
is nothing to- help- them talk about -

she said,: addmg q pllot

ogram Q.I

+ hug .

froma]ithe other schéols

in; but again, no money.”,
Flahertjr saic "the

_hcn he. falls ini with 2 16cal ga.ng

unheard of,” he said. “If they get
caught, there’s a belief that nothing
“will happen to: them, they aren’t gomg
1o go to jail.”

] the: roblem doesnt

The tiipping point Flakerty sald p
- ideas, said Régional councillor’ Gae wor!ﬂ:&;uﬁzﬁ:gg peopie, burm ﬂ'le
-Miles; who chairs the Peel Youth “Tes sad when you m these k.lds

Violence Prevention Network Steeting
Committee (CPYUPN). Her group’;
has 27 recommendations, ffom par-
enting: programs to using schools as

- and ask them where'do. you see your-
-~ self in five years and they they
-wﬂl be happy just 1o be a.hve, he said.

it finds the money: - ;
“The only way to start to > fix these

problems ‘is to get récognition from

the provmclal government, which

fighting against.”. i
<. One former youn oﬂ:ender, whoSe-‘
~identity is protecte by youth:laws,

saxd the Warmng 51gns were there —a

Wa;t txmes for Peei o

Monihs

. mmhealm i Mml bealt!::iay Waﬁ‘:ﬂ by -
residensst . Arpatraeat N
Fm'}ym-py

three' Brampton: middle schools ‘was: s
We've had requests_ it

“It may séem’ young, but ifs Hot

outlook they are

_ support networks of. mental health; ”_.

ity and said patt of his:rehabilitation

was.a job training course. He now’
“works in castorner service and said he
woulde liked to have had accéss to

sisnilar pro
o5 % thm

s in his feens.
after-school programs -

would Jiave beneﬁted me. My school

basically told mie if you dont ‘get it
then tough luck,” he said. “A tutor-

ing program or something where -
you could stay ‘extra-time with $omie
educators would have béen helpﬁ_ti :
for sife. Also, I Wlsh there wis some - .
mote job training in high schools for -

kids-who weren't rea.lly made for post«- ,

secondary education.”
Detertence. programs do wotk; says

- : :.Peel police Det. Steve Jones, ‘the force’s
_ youth crime coordinator and liaison.

for the Pre-charge Diversion prograim.

- He said they've séen a reduction in
youth charges over the past few years,
not due to a decrease in crime, but in

the way situations are dealt with.

“The diversion program keeps them
out of the court system,” Jones said.
“They dont get a criminal record,
they do community services and write
letters of apology; and just learn to be

'responslblc cfeople

Jones said. thar in- 2007, 445 young
offenders went through the program

and’a follow-up one year later showed

-.___.‘that 2N per cent had staye(i out of
- trouble ST e

hings kinda got.
He: spent 30 days in-a: youth facil-"

Secc).ﬁd 'chances -ean make all the

enttel 2 correctional famhty an
Brampton for yourigoffenders:

He $aid his studénts:follow the
same clrrichlum: as Before jail, but

often improve with the smaller classes -
~-and social service j)rogram.s rhey didnf - ;

have on the outsi

“These aren’t monsters; they are
norrnal kids who made a poor deci- -
.'ston,” Moreash szid. “Yesterday,.
they were ‘at Lorne Park or ‘Cenrral -

. Peel (secondary schools), and over-

‘night they found themse!ves in Roy }

McMuitry.™
Miles said - ﬁxmg the problem
‘itivolves treating not just the youth in

trouble, b I:he peo le they look to -~ -

f dance

stand what their kids have to ‘cope
" with every day at school in the com-
finity,”
there was a dlsagreerncnt :ofe might
slug the other. Now, it’s: kmvcs and
- guns. That's the culture these kids are
growing up in every dayii

But accessing the soti
needed — from mewcormier settlement :

to child care, to affordable housing =

- can be difficult as an ever-growing

“population has to make due with a
stagnant level of resources.

The wait time for mental health: -

‘and family counsehng in Peel can be
. up'to'a year —- an eternity for a family
dealing with a child Wlth a.behaviour
d.lsorder, said Miles. .

“When parents and "tcachers see
-these signs of aggression, they don't
. have anywhere 1o turn,” she. sajd-

bf}" Qmeo@et&- ":;é«?

side Roy I\/IcMurtry= Youth,'

“send youths downth

We need to help pa.rents undcr—...

> she said: “T¢ used 16 be if. -

seri;icjes' :

“Byen thhe are lucky enough to. get

* a refertal to Zome socritq;f hel;%}llt cm%ld :
. - be tnonths beforethiey ardseen.” o
difference; ‘said Scott Moreash, Peel

' : Tk ja Queen’s' Park initiative that looked
t how young people get involved -
_in ¢rime, found:that. 12()hper ‘et of
-Ohtarios yo cople have a men:
al” hea.[thydil;ng peop
of them-do not receive help: As™a -

* The 2008 Roots of Violence smdy,

der, but 80 ‘per cent

result; their conditions: deteriorate;

Disruptions ‘can lead: to, expulsions’
from school, or troubles with pohce,
- another reason why early intérvention

is the key, said Flaherty, who added
that issues like poverty; culture clash
and, feeling like, nobody cares can also

He’s on the co:

‘putting togeth-

_er-a new youth centré in"Malton with
‘an eye towards’ giving children and

teens a positive hang out;:
“We are looking 4t whax'.m]l lﬂ:er—

-.ally keep-these kids from’ faﬂj.n.g into
- the traps of crime and §

1gs,” he said.
“For many of thern, have noth—
mg else to-do after sdloc?’ :

‘Miles said the Roots of Violence
study echoed the séntimerit.

“We need to stop- closmg doors
on young pcople and: start opening
them instead,” she said: “If they want
to hang out at'd recréation centre,

“we should not just: be allowmg, but

encouraging them to come and giving
them posn:we ways to get active 1nn- the

.communi

In the énd, said Flaherty, govern—
ments need to make a stronger com-

‘mitment to taising productive, con-
tributing membets of society by allo-
‘cating more resources to young people

— o face the consequences.
“If you don’t give kids an alterna-
tive, they will find one,” he said. “And

it may not be the one you want.”

Photo by ]brstar Network )

wiong ‘path.
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